MARINE CRIME PREVENTION

TS ThE
to turn the tide on marine crime




WHEN YOU’'RE
CATCHING A WAVE
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CATCHING
\ ATHIEF

llst your out on the water, your car could fall prey to car theft.
Fit a TRACKER Stclen Vehicle Recovery system and all will be calm at sea.

Turning the tide

A message from the Chief Constable
of Hampshire Constabulary

Paul R Kernaghan QPM

Boating is a popular leisure activity
enjoyed by young and old alike in
Hampshire and the lsle of Wight

Yet every year, thefts of and from boats
cause heartache, inconvenience and
considerable expense to boat owners
and users across the two counties,

Hampshire Constabulary is committed
o wrning the tide on marine crime, with
a specialist police unit established
specifically to investigate such offences.

Loclc it

=) On marine crime

But crime is not just 2 matter for the
palice. Every member of the community
can play their part in the fight against
criminals by taking sensible securicy
precautions, locking out for others and
reporting any suspicious activity to the
police immediately,

This bockler contains crime prevention
advice fram the Conslabuia:'y's Marine
nit and includes information on how to
join Marine Watch — a scheme based on
the excellent
MNeighbourhood YWatch, which seeks to
bring those invelved in boating rogether
1o tackle marine rime.

principles af

By following the adwvice given in these
pages,
supporting the officers in the Marine
Unit, you can help make the waterways
and ccastline of Hampshire and the lsle
of Wight safer for everyone.

joining - Marine  Watch  and

vWhile the ﬁghL against marine crime may
never be plain sailing, working together
we can make a difference.
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Marine policing in Hampshire -
a long and proud history

The twa counties of Hampshire and the
lsle of Wight have arcund 253 miles of
navigable ceastline, which is policed by
Hampshire Constabulary's Marine Unit
using three high-tech Mitchell 31
launches,

The Marine Unit covers from Higheliffe
in the west te Emsworth in the east, 40
miles as the crow flies,

Officers from the Unit are responsible
for protecting the estimated 50,000
pleasure craft which use the Solent from
crime. These vessels alone have a total
value of around £2.1 billien - a floating
fortune far the avaricious thief.

In addition, officers keep a watchful eye
on the estimated 1.1 millicn commercial
ship movements each year at the busy
ports of Portsmouth and Southampton,
The high-value cargoes often carried by
these wvessels make them a tempting
target for marine crime.

Much of the Marine Unit’s time is spent
investigating and trying to prevent thefts
from boats, thefts of boats and thefts of
outhoards. Forwunately, theft of large
boats is 3 very rare occurrence.

Since its inception, the unit has been
involved in the arrest of a large number
of major boat thieves and the recovery
of hundreds of thousands of pounds
werth of equipment.

The unit is highly proactive in its
appreach to crime and targets resources
ar offences cammitted in the area and at
active criminals working in the two
counties, as well as internationally.

All - Marine Unit personnel  are
experienced paolice officers who have
successfully completed an intensive year-
long training course before being
accepted onto the unit. In addition to
solving crimes which have occurred, the
unit encourages boat ewners and users
to take steps to reduce crime and carries
out regular preventative patrols.

The Marine Unit also polices major
events such as Cowes Week, the Global
Challenge andYolve Ocean races, the Tall
Ships event and many more.

Officers  mvestigate maring incidents,
warking  alongside  Her  Majesty’s
Customs and Excise and the Maritime
and Coastal Agency [(MCA). Co-
ordinated search and rescue cperations
are also undertaken in support of the
Coastguard.

Policing the coastline has come a lonig
way since the first Hampshire police
launch was purchased by the then
Southampton City Police for the sum of
£1,300. She was named ‘The Versatle'
and had a twop speed of 10 knots, Her
crew were responsible for the policing of
Southampean Varter,

In 1971 "Ashburton’ was commissioned
s the new police launch. This Nelson 40
had vwin 205hp Cummins diesels, with a
tep speed of 18 knots. Built by Auto
Marine Engineering at Bemridge, Isle of
Wight, the Ashburton was stationed at
Cowes and covered the whole of the
Hampshire and lsle of Wight coastlines.

in 1994, the  Ashburton was
decommissioned and the Marine Unit
was reorganised into three gecgraphical
areas. Three launches WErE
commissioned fraom Seaward Marine of
Guernsey, 15-foot-long vessels, they
were powered by twin 100hp Yanmar
diesel engines and had a design speed of
20 knots,

Locl i

i 2000, Chey oo were replaced with
three current Mitchell 31 launches, built
by J§ Mouldings in Essex. The new
launches were specifically designed te fit
police neads, with extra strengthening
and watertight compartments, They are
powergd by owin Sabre Perkins 215hp
commercially-rated  engines, have =z
design speed of 25 knots and are fully
equipped with the latest navigational and
safety equipment.

The '5ir James Scott’, based at Gosport, s
responsiole far the policing of che
Eastern Solent from Hill Head to
Chichester Harbour,

The ‘Earl Mountbatten Of Burma’, whick:
aperates from Town Quay, Southampron,
patrols Southampton VWater, The Hamble
and ltchen.

The ‘Lord Ashburton’, based
at Cowes, covers the
Isle of Wight and
Western Solent
to the Dorset
barder.
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Turning the tideo.h

marine crime

Turning the tide on marine crime -

safeguarding your boat

There is a very simple principle
to crime reduction. The mare
difficult you make life for the
crintinal, the more likely he or she
is to leave your property alone.

Thieves are arracted to all kinds of
things on boarts. If it can be taken, it will
be. They will steal your outbeard motor,
lifee raft and expensive marine equipment
as well as anything else that takes their
fancy - radios, tocls, personal itermns and
even the boat itself.

To keep your boat safe, take three simple
sLeps
LOCKIT
MARKIT
ALARM IT

LOCKIT

Boats
Fieting good quality locks is essential -
you weuld not protect your hause with
a 30p lock bought from the market so
why leck your boat up with cne?

Experience shows that boats fitted with
surface-mounted barrel locks or cheap
padlocks are more likely to aurace the
thief. We recommend that you fit a good
quality padlock and hasp 'n’ staples
secured by stainless steel nuts and bolts
to all hatches and deck lackers.
Choose your locks carefully o ensure

they are suitable for the marine
environment. Manufacourers such as Yale,
Chubb and Ingersol all produce such
products,

Loose equipment such as anchars and
oars should be secured by wire rope, or
chain and lacks, Qutboards should be
fitted with one of the many locks made
specifically for this purpose which are
now widely available.

Trailers
Boat trailers are frequently targets for
thieves.

Tou should fit a quality trailer lock to the
hitch and a wheel clamp to ensure you
de not fall vietim to this kind of marine
crime, or better yet, fit a detachable hitch
and remove it

If you are storing the trailer for any
period of time, it is warth removing the
wheels. Consider having an eyebalt fitted
in concrete and chain the trailer to it

Dinghies

Large numbers of dinghies are stoles
each year It is important to use a good
quality padlock and chain or wire rope to
secure your dinghy every time you leave
it. Make sure you lock the oars and

paddles up as well,

MARKIT

EVE?’}" year property sworth undieds o
thaousands of pounds is recovered by the
palice and not rewrned to s rightfuf
owners, simply because it cannot be
identified.

There are many ingenious methods of
marking your property, from electronic
tags to microdots, complete with unique
numbers. These all have cheir place but
ane of the simplest methods s
postcoding.

Tour postcode plus your house number
{or house name) provides a simple, cheap
and unique way of identifying your
property, There are many methads of
marking your property e.g engravers,
etching, die stamping, identification paint
Engraving your postcode cnto items of
equipment provides the most permanent
and wisible deterrent te the thief, We
would recommend this for all your
equipment.

ftems such as dinghies and inflatables
should be marked with your postcode
using paint or a permanent visible
marker pen in large letters.

Anoraks and aother items of clothing
should be marked using a permanent
marker pen,

One of the most commenly used
methads s an ultra vicler marker pen.
The use of such pens should be limited
o items kept in the dry as sunlight anc
the seawater have been found to degrade

ine arking

The first line of defence against We e
15 to make sure that you record all details
of your property and beating equipment.
Use the lists in this booklet to record
details of all items of equipment and
write the serial number next to it. Store
this list safely at home. Should you be
unfortunate enough to become the
victim of crime you will have details
required by the police to hand.

Boatmark scheme

HFI Ltd 15 working with British Marine
Federation and the Home Office to rag
both new and second-hand boats under
the new Boatmark scheme. The
electronic tags are programmed with the
unigue |4-character Hull Identification
Murmber (HIMNY, introduced as a standard
feature of all new boats in 1998, Once
the number has been put on the boar, it
is wery difficult to destwroy the boats
original identity tag.

The tags will be fitted by people who
build new boats or by their owners. In
both cases, the beats identity and
specification will be linked to the
information carried by the tag and
recorded on the Boatmark database,
allowing beth the pelice and buyers to
find out if a boat has been stolen.

You can ger more information about
Boatrnark by phoning 31722 413346

Lock it Mark t Alarm it




Turning the tide

ALARMIT

3II'I"I|'}|}|r ﬁ'ttlng A alanin ooyl Doat and
advertising that you have dore so is a
very good deterrent.

Insealling an alarm s not necessarily
expensive or difficult - 3 wvery basic
system can be bought for as litde as
£100,

The most simgle system will cily make a
lot  of naoise, whereas the maore
complicated systems will alsa do this but
will inform a central monitering station
that your boat has been broken inte.

No matter how simple
or complex, all alarm
systems are made up of
the following:

Control box
The ‘brains’ of the unit

Sensors

Magnetic contact switches.
passive infrared detectors.
pressure pads, guard wires
Alerting services
Strobe, siren

Most alarms have spare terminals fos
adding exrra sensors. The minimum
protection required is 2 sensar on a
hateh with a Passive Infra-red (PIR) bear:
in the main cabin area.

Additional sensors could also be ficred 1o
deck lockers and engine covers and a

Oh marine crime

pressure Tt wnder & coCkpit grating
could derer a thief before he gets the
chance to cause damage to hatches.

Guard wires made frem PYC-coated
stainless steel wire, which activate the
alarm if the wire is cut, can be used to
protect dinghies and cuthoards - even
the wvessel iwself can be protected by
passing a pguard wire through the

mooring eye.

Sirens should be fitted inside the cabin o
disorientate criminal intruder and we
would recommend fitting strobes (o the

highest point on the mast.

Some alarms have internal bacreries,
while others utilise the batery af the
ooar,

With & lietle ingenuity, cheap garage and
shed alarms with an internal battery can
be utilised, These are available from OIY
stores for as lietle as £15-£20,

Car alarms may also be suitable, but
consideration should be given ta the
arncunt of current being drawn from
your battery,

There are alsc a number of commercialiy
available boat alarms available nowadays,

although these can be expensive.

F

SECURITY CHECKLIST

in addition to following the
LOCK IT, MARK IT, ALARM
IT rule, make
through the following security
checklist before leaving your

Sure  you go

boat;

Mever ieave anything valuable on display.
however small and insignificant it may
seem, Thieves steal first and think about
value later;

* Dan't leave anything loose in the
cockpit or on the deck:

- Take your personal and vessel papers
with you ~ don't leave them an board
Don't leave your home address an
show;

Don't ieave your keys in the ignition
always take them wich you;

Keep your boat keys separate from
your engine keys;

Make sure your curtains are closed so
na-ane can look in;

Ensure all unused ropes, fenders and
other items are out of sight in your
cockpit lockers and cupboards;

Make sure that your life raft and
outhoard motor are secure, as these
are valuable and artractive to boat
thieves,

Simple rules for the lay up
Remove electronics;

* Remaove auxiliary engines;

+ Remove life rafts;

Lock it

+ Remove rigging:

+ Keep the boat locked;

+ Lock loose ladders up in the yard;

Check cut the contractors working on

your boat (ask for references);

« Pick a yard with good security, lights,
patrals and CCTV,;

+ Lock boarding ladders in position;

+ Remove tocls when you leave your

boat:

Get someone o check your beat on a

regular basis.

MARINE WATCH

Based on Meighbourhood Watch, Marine
Watch  was  developed jointly by
Hampshire Constabulary and Sussex
Palice to help combat marine crime and
tar build a close working relationship with
yacht clubs, boatyards, marinas and cther
members of the boating community.

The abjective of the scheme is to
encourage boat owners to perform the
necessary crime reduction measures and
o build on the community spiric which
enables water users to enjoy their
envircnment free fram the fear of crime,
Secting up Marine Warch in your club or
organisation could not be easier. It really
does take very little work on behalf of
the organiser and the communicy spiric
prabably already exists.

Cantinued on poge [0
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Turning the tid%

Cantinued from page 7

The scheme encourages boat-owners o
zet to know others in their marina and
to work together to keep the marina
secure by

+ Keeping an aye on other boats, as weli
a5 YOur own;

Reporting any strangers at the maring
to the harbour master or the
yardmaster;

Mot giving your marina access card or
key to other people:

+ Mever telling anyone else the access
code to the marina:

Mot letting strangers into the maring,

however genuine they may seem;

+ Keeping the marina gate closed at all
times,

- Contace  your  local
Constabulary Marine Unit office - they
will be pleased to offer you advice on

Hampshire

how you go about serting up the
scheme,

REPORTING INCIDENTS
TO THE POLICE

If you see something or someone
suspicicus, dial 999 immediately.

If you are unable ta phone, then contact
the Ceastguard on Channel 16 and ask
them to pass the message on for you.

fou will be asked for information such as
descriptions  of  wehicles  including
registration numbers and location, so

N marine crime

make sure you have this to hand when
you call.

If it is simply a matcer of :niorn1|11g the
police of 3 marine incident that does not
require @ prampt response, or obtaining
information about marine matters, then
contact your local police station in the
area the crime occurred.

Male sure you take as much information
- such as serial numbers - as passible

with you when you report the crime,

in a coastal emergency dial 999 and ask for
Coastguard or call vhf channel 16

Yhether you are a Beardsailor too
exhausted te reach the shere ar a walker
that slips fram the scenic diff path,
cruising on a luxury superliner chat
iooses rudder contrel or crew aboard
concainer ship battered by freak waves,
fallen sick on a racing yacht or trapped
on a burning il rig, HM Ceastguard can
ensure that the most able rescuers are
sent to your aid. They can summon
lifzboars, helicoprers, towing vessels or
cliff rescuers. It is no matter that you are
a hundred miles along the coast from
their warchroom or far ever the horizon
Satellite communications enable
Coastguards to hear the distress calls of
seafarers and coastal users who less thars
& hundred years ago would have hoped in
wain that their feeble flares or cries might
be seen or heard.

Her Majesty's Coastguard is part of the
Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA)
and co-ardinares all civil maritime search
and rescue in the UK. HM Coastguard
no langer thinks only of rescue. Despite
handling thousands of incidents every
year, improved efficiency  has freed
officers to take parc in safery campaigns
Each year these target the most common
causes of accidents at sea.

Going te the teaside is one of our oldest
and favourite pastimes. Every year more

than 25 million halidays and 11 auli:
day trips are taken at the British seaside.
The UK has 10,500 miles of coastline -
that's a staggering |4.54%km of seaside 1o
choose fram,

Seaside holidays are all about having furn
but every year there are many accidents
that could so easily be prevented by
following some basic safety rules, Please
use the following infarmation to help you
enjoy your holiday or day wip at the
coast by making you aware of some of
the things 1o avoid doing, and some of
the things you can do, to make your
holiday trouble free.

When you're at the beach:

+ Always tie inflatables to the shore and
make sure children are in easy reach at
all dmes — liles, rubber rings and
inflatable boats can easily drift miles
out to sea with just a light breeze.

- Keep clear of any cliff edges as they can
be slippery when they get wet - cliffs
around the UK are very high and de
sometimes give way under foor,

Always swim close to the beach in line

with the shore.

Lock it Mark it Alarm it




lurning the tide

- Lion L drek, g diers ealing and
drinking before swimming may give
you cramps while you're in the warer —
you iy then be unable to ger back o
the shore.

© Check the wearher and tides before
you leave hame — then you won't get
SWepT Away,

+ Check the beach when you arrive and
beware of rocks and breakwaters.

+ Loock out for warning signs and flags
red flag means it's dangercus to swim,
a red and yellow flag means lifeguards
are an patrol and you should swim in
the area between flags, a black and
white flag means its an area used by
surfers zome and is not suitable for

swimming.

© Awoid rip tdes and strong under
surface currents which can carry you
our to sea — calmer waters between
areas of surf usually means dangerous
rip currents,

®n marine crime

YWhen you're dat sea:

+ Plan your trip carefully - rememoer tw
leave your trip details with friends or
family ashore if you're then overdue
there is scmeone woe alert the
Coastguard!

= Triple check the weather, safety
equipment and your boat before you
et sail - make sure you have a correct
lifejacket on board for each person
and that each person wears the life
jacker ar all times,

» Always carry spare fuel or a paddie,
water and food - just in case you are
caught short,

» Sail within your limits and ability.

» Make sure everyone on board knows
how to use the boat's safety
equipment,

+ Ensure you have an appropriate means
of communication should the wors:
happen and you find you need to
contact the Coastguard.

* For safety and weather advice before
you head out to sea, remember you
can contact the lecal Coastguard.
Theyll be able to tell you both the
shart and long term weather forecasts
and advise you on the tide times for
the area. Mational directory enquiries
have the telephone numbers for all the
lecal Ceastguard stations around the
UK. The local paper for the area
should also prine daily tide tme tables.

In a coastal emergency dial 999
and ask for Coastguard
or call vhf channel 16

Summary of Solent Byelaws

| Keyhaven

{New Forest District Coungil)

Speed Limit 4 knots

Jet Skiing - Prohibived
Water Skiing — Prohibived

2 Lymington

{Lymington Horbaur Commissionars)
Speed Limic  — & knots

Jet Skiing — Prohibited
Warer Skiing — Prohibited
Windsurfing = Prohibiced
3 Beaulieu

iBraulies River Monagement)
Speed Limit ~ 5 Knots

Jet Skiing — Frohibited
Water Skiing — Prohibited
Windsurfing Prohibitad

4 Southampton
fAssacioved British Ports)
Speed Limit & knots
{north of Hythe Pler)
Jer Sk-ing
af Hythe Pier, also not to excead & knots
withim 200mecres of either shore north of
Fawlay.

Water Skiing — Allowed only in
designated areas and 3 minimum of 200
metres from the shore

Windsurfing — Prohibited in shipping
channels

Fawley and Hamble |etcies — Mavigate a
minlmum of 130 metres frem jetties
Maving Prohibiced Zane — Stay a minimur:

af |00 meters ahead and 100 metres fromn:

the sides of large commercial vessels
navigating wichin the shipping channel
between Cowes and Southampron VWarer
(Refer ta your charts for details of
prohibited zones),

5 Hamble

{Hampshire County Councily

Speed Limit — & knots

Water Skiing — Prohibived

6 Portsmouth

(Queens Horbour Moster)

Speed Limit - 10 knots withn the mam
harbour and within 1000 yards of shore

Lock 1t

— Observe speed limic norif:

elsewhere 15 zuols wattun ¥Wooon Creek).
MNumeraus restrictions around warships and
refating to entering crossing and leaving
harbour check with Queens Harbaur
Master for full details.

Jet Skiing Banned from Town Camber
‘Water Skiing — Prohibited within harbour
or 1000 yards of share, except in designated
areas

‘Windsurfing — Prohibited in main harbour
appreach and shipping channels

Small Boar Channel ~ Vessels under 20
metres keep to west of harbour entrance.
(Refer to your charts for details). Abways use
your engines through entrance.

7 Langstone

{Langstane Harbour Board)

Speed Limit — 10 knots (5 knots in
Sauchsea Marina Channel)

Jer Skiing — Only by permit — derails
from the Harbour Master

Wiater Skiing — Allowed anly in designated
areas with the permission of the Harbouwr
Master

8 Chichester

{Chichester Horbaur Conservancy)
Spead Limic — 8 knots
“Water Skilng — Prohibited

9 Yarmouth
{Tarmouth Horbour Commissioners)
Speed Limit - 4 knots {6 Knots outside)

10 Cowes

iCawes Harbour Commissianers)

Speed Limic — B knots

Jet Skiing — Prahibited outside of main
chanmel

Water Sking — Prohibited

Windsurfing and Swimming - Prohibiced in
i channel, approaches and araund
Derthing facilicies,

Il Bembridge

fBernbadge Horbour Tmpravements Co,)
Speed Limit — & knots

et Skiing — Prohibited

Water Sking — Prohibited
“Windsurfing — Prohibited

Mark t Alarm 1t
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Harbour Master Contact Numbers

(Carrect 2004}
1 Keyhaven 01590 £45695
2 Lymingtorn 01590 672014
i 3 Beaulieu 01590 616200
4 Southampion 023 8033 0072
5 Hamble 01489 576387

Always:
+ Observe iocal Dye-faes, nciuding spees
fimits
Get traned. Phooe KT8 OB45 345 0400
Observe the rules of the road
Keep yvour distance from other wate
Users
rampshire Constabularys Marine Unit i
dedicated 1o the prevention and detection of
marine crime, and has launches operating
throughout the Solent and its harbours.
Should you require any help whatssever with
regards to boat security, don't hesitate to call.
Eastern Solent — PL Sir James Scott
Office: 023 9289 | 769 Mobile 07774 684330
Isle  of Wight/Western Solent -
PL Lord Ashburton
Office; 01983 538583 Mobile: 07774 684327
Southampton & River Hamble - PL
Earl Mountbatten of Burma
Office: 023 8023 6753 Mabile: 07774 684317
For more information on Marine Warch
contact any of the Marine Unit offices.

For your safety, always:

- Carry sufficient lil'e-iackcrs, and ensure tha
children and non-swimmers wear them at
all rirmes
Carry safety equipment as recormendea
by the Coastpuard
Establish weather condibions before setting
out and inform semeone of your passage
olan

+IF planing & voyape, join the Coastguaras
facht Safery Scheme
Krow and abide by the dnterpationa:

& Portsmouth {23 9282 2351
7 Langstone 023 9246 3419
8  Chichester 01243 51230
9 Yarmouth 1783 760321
10 Cowes 01983 293952
|| Bembridge 01983 872828

Regutations for the Prevention of

Collisions at Sea - contact the Royal
fachting Association for copies
Display correct navigation lights = wrangiy
displayed lights are confusing and can be
SANgerous
Ooserve speed limits — logk behind and
check your wash

MNever
Owerload jour boar - especially smaii
dinghies — @ common cause of accidents

Go o sea unless you are sure your craft o
crew can cope with the conditions

Take charge of a vessel whilst under the
mfluence of drink or drugs - you are &
danger wo yorself and others and you
zould be prosecuted.

Operate water crafe or waterski new
swimmers — always use designated areas

ihese are basic guidelines only — we
recommend you receive proper imstructios
from a Royal Yachting Association recognised
sailing school or through the governing body
selevant to your particular sport.

Useful telephone numbers:
British Sub Aqua Club 0151 350 6200
Hampshire Constabulary

1Call Handling Centre) 0845 045 45 4%
HM Coastguard (Solent) 023 9255 2100
Personal Wacercraft Part, . Q1725 513775
RMLE Sea Safety 01202 663174
Ropal Yachting Association

{ing, windsurfing & jet-skiing] 0B45 345 0400

Vessel Details

| Make of vessel
| Model
| MName

[ Amnpe

| Celour of hull -

Colour of topsides
Hull number

Reg Mo & type {if applicabl

| Engine type & serial number

. Auxiliary engine {make & serial No.}
Sail number

Liferaft {make & serial No.)

| Radar {make & serial Nojp |

GPS/Plotter {make & seral Mo} |
;___S;I_?_L._I_I_'!_del" (make & serial Nn)____
Radio Sl i)

| Binoculars

Any ather identifizble equipment:

It may be useful to keep a copy of this form at your club or marina with the details
of your boat. Where possible take photographs of equipment for use by insurance

companies and the Police.
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